
Purpose: The Linking Our Networked Communities (LINC) study worked with several communities in Allegheny 
County to address local mobility challenges and opportunities, specifically the role of new mobility options in 
addressing the challenges for residents with no or limited access to private vehicles.

Approach: The study reviewed and analyzed information from multiple sources. The literature review looked at 
national best policies on new mobility, micromobility, and autonomous vehicles.  The research also included 
interviewing regional leaders in mobility. The baseline information on the communities, mobility, residential and 
commercial uses was informed by the 2017 Joint Comprehensive Plan for the boroughs of Avalon, Bellevue, Ben 
Avon, and Ben Avon Heights in the local study areas. Main street prototypes were then developed, responsive to 
existing conditions in the specific communities in the study but also applicable to a range of main street 
conditions in the region and beyond.

Key Findings:
The key findings include study and analysis, and 
recommendations towards implementation.
➢ Identify new “Slow Zones” for safer walking, 

biking, and driving.
➢ Review the potential of the prototypes 

developed in the report.
➢ Identify opportunities for improved first mile 

last mile connectivity to the main street.
➢ Conduct a full community assets inventory, 

using or modifying frameworks such as 
Complete Communities.

➢ Review assets in terms of those not using a 
private automobile.

➢ Consider interim steps that rely on relatively 
modest expenditures.

➢ Develop a New Local Mobility plan.
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Conclusion: The report largely references existing 
micromobility types. Ultimately, however, a New 
Local Mobility Plan will need to go further, 
evaluating autonomous delivery and an emerging 
generation of personal and multi-passenger 
vehicles. At the same time, the plan will need 
address how a fully sustainable and resilient 
system of shared mobility will depend on shared 
values for humanity-first mobility, streets, and 
communities.
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